Into Quarters

The Sesquicentennial Muster of the Fox Lake Rifles

August 26, 2011

Hosted by:

The Citizens Guard

Introduction & History of the Fox Lake Rifles
This invitation only event will feature the 150th anniversary of the Fox Lake Rifles preparing to enlist as a company within the 8th Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry Regiment. 
In late August of 1861, Captain William J. Dawes of the Fox Lake Rifles issued the following order to his militia in Fox Lake:


Headquarters Volunteer Rifle Co.,


American House, Fox Lake


August 20th, 1861


Company Order

The American House in Fox Lake will be the quarters and place of rendezvous for company until ordered into camp at Madison!  Members will come into quarters at this place at their earliest convenience, but in every instance certainly before the morning of Saturday, August 31st.  You will bring nothing except the clothing you may need to wear, as full supplies will be issued on your arrival in camp.  Strict military discipline will be enforced in quarters and regular drill established.

Wm. J. Dawes, Capt.

Headquarters Volunteer Rifle Co.,


American House, Fox Lake


August 20th, 1861


Company Order

All members of the Company wishing to become candidates to office in the company, will report themselves to me immediately upon the receipt of this, prepared to go into quarters for Officers drill, which will be organized as soon as candidates report.  No appointments will be made until the company is full, and the capacity of each applicant for the position he desires to occupy, fully tested by a thorough examination.  As we go to war expecting to fight and not to play, the safety of the company depends in a great measure upon the efficiency of its officers, and “the best man for the place” will invariably be selected regardless of the other considerations.  The success of our cause is of more importance than the advancement of individuals.

Wm. J. Dawes, Capt.

The Fox Lake Rifles became the second militia company in Fox Lake in April 1861 and adopted the Citizens Guard militia by-laws and drill structure from March 8th, 1860.  The “Rifles” initially were called the “Home Guard” and escorted the Citizens Guard off to Camp Randall on May 4th, 1861.

· Ambrose Armitage lists in his journal that the Home Guard had a “wild time” on Friday May 3rd at the Citizens Guard Farwell Picnic at the American House.

· On May 30th of 1861, Ambrose details the change in the militia group title.  “We had a good drill, we call ourselves the Fox Lake Rifles.”

· On Monday September 9th, the Fox Lake Rifles head off to Camp Randall.  Ambrose Armitage and his brother Sykes enlist in the Fox Lake Rifles on this date.  

Event Requirements

· Each invited participant needs to meet the uniform & equipage requirements established by the event hosts.  These requirements can be located directly after this section. All clothing and equipage must be accurate in terms of pattern, construction, and materials compared with original articles at all times.  Unacceptable clothing and equipage will be removed and will have brief inspection to make sure we are honoring the original men as best as we can.
· In order to put the best foot forward we are striving to create the most authentic looking portrayal we can.  Participants will be asked to wear clothing and present a 1st person persona that represents an accurate impression of the time.

· We do not have a registration fee.  However we would like all participants to give a donation to the preservation dinner/walk during the event.  Since the focus of the host unit is preservation minded, we hope all join in this noble effort.
The Sites & Activities
Our sites line the historic College Square of Fox Lake Wisconsin on College Avenue.   Friday evening will start at 6:00 P.M. at the Fox Lake American Legion Hall with a dinner and historic lecture from author Alden Carter on the Fox Lake Rifles.
· Our Schedule for August 26th:
· To start off the evening at 6:00 p.m., the Fox Lake Historical Society is hosting a dinner for preservation at the Fox Lake Legion hall.  All money raised will benefit preservation.  Everyone is encouraged to attend and enjoy the good food.
· Starting at 7:00 P.M.  a lecture from author Alden R. Carter on the Fox Lake Rifles and in depth review of Ambrose Armitage’s journal during the war.   Alden Carter edited the book Brother to the Eagle: the Civil War Journal of Sgt. Ambrose Armitage 8th Wisconsin Infantry.  
· We would propose to have a book signing, from 8:00 P.M. to 8:30 P.M. with a candlelight tour of Fox Lake afterwards. 
· We will have two drill sessions during the candlelight tour.  One near the American House and our concluding stop for the night near 9:30 P.M. at the Fox Lake Historical Society.  If you have a conversion musket feel free to bring it along.  Our drill at the Fox Lake Historical Society will be a good primer for the Bull Run LH in September too.
· Event will conclude by 10:30 P.M. Friday night but participants can stay the night at the Fox Lake Historical Society.  We will provide water, firewood, and shelter if needed.  We are keeping this a one night event to work with the event hosts at Blanchardville.  Their immersion event is the weekend after and we did not want to take away the same participants on back to back weekends.

Our Impression

We will be portraying the Fox Lake Rifles in late August of 1861 during their muster to fill their company for the 8th Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry.  Complete civilian attire that is correct in construction, materials, and patterns is required of all participants.  Also several members of the Fox Lake Rifles whom were part of the militia since May did start to procure militia caps, frockcoats, and trowsers.  If you have these from the Park City Grays impression, please feel free to wear these for the weekend.  

Clothing and Equipage for this impression could consist of:

Civilian Sackcoat, Frockcoat, or Paletot  

Civilian Vest - optional if coat is worn at all time

Civilian Trowsers or Overalls

Civilian Hat

Civilian Shirt

Militia Cap – Documented caps allowed.

Militia Coat – Gray frock coat based upon originals worn by early war Wisconsin troops.

Mexican war clothing items – this was big in Fox Lake at the time.  Correct patterns, construction, and materials only!
Suspenders or Billet Belt
Civilian Pattern Drawers 

Wool Socks preferred, cotton socks accepted 

Civilian Shoes preferred, Bootees accepted

Cravat – optional
Civilian Wool Blanket & Painted Cloth – optional

Weapon – optional

Mess Furniture

Personal Items

Clothing & Equipage Requirements – Fox Lake Rifles Militia Impression

Coat:

Option #1 Civilian Coat:

Documented pattern, construction, and materials only.  You can choose from a civilian sack coat, frock coat, or paletot.  Please remember your class when donning a coat.  If you’re trying to pull off a farmer in a frock coat, pleated shirt, and top hat, you may be a touch off of reality.   Materials such as wool and linen were common for coats in a variety of colors.  Can be machine constructed with hand details (such as arm gussets sewn by hand in lined coats) and hand sewn buttons and buttonholes a must.  Coats can be lined or unlined as seen in original specimens.   Lining can be made from wool, cotton, linen, or silk.

Option #2 Militia Coat:

Based on original surviving frock coats in possession of the Milwaukee Public Museum and Wisconsin Veteran’s Museum.  Made of gray jean, satinette or broadcloth.  Nine-button front, with eagle buttons, standing collar, and tail pockets.  Coat should be lined.
Trowsers:

Option #1 Civilian Trowsers:

Documented pattern, construction, and materials only.   These should ride high on the waist, be made of wool, jean, linen, or corded cloth.  Can be completely hand sewn or a combination of machine and hand work as seen in ready made garments of this era.  Checks, solids, and stripes all acceptable.  Correct buttons of bone, shell, china, milk glass, hard rubber, or wood in two or four hole styles shall be attached by hand.   Other features include hand-sewn buttonholes, buttons, and tieback grommet holes.  Some trowsers would implement a back belt instead of a tie. 

If workman’s overalls are desired, should be made from cotton jean, corded cloth, or cotton demin, with correct button compositions as mentioned above, handsewn or machine sewn seams, hand sewn buttons & buttonholes, and hand sewing details near the cuff and fly.

Option #2 Militia Trowsers:

In various shades of gray.  Constructed of jean, satinette or broadcloth.  Constructed with period techniques using a period pattern.  Some trousers were also documented to have a black welt running vertically along the outside seam of the trouser.  There are not any know surviving examples of this item.  What is know is based on a few surviving images and written accounts.

Issue dark blue trowsers and sky blue trowsers will not be allowed.  You will need to get pair of correctly patterned civilian or militia trowsers.

Civilian Vest:

Can be made of silk, wool, cotton, or linen, and should be well fitted.  Can match trowsers and coat or can be a variation in color and pattern.  Hand sewn buttons of correct composition and hand-sewn buttonholes.   A back belt adjustment with tines is also appropriate.  Vest can be single or double-breasted.  If one wished to avoid wearing a coat, they will at least need a good quality vest.

Civilian Hat:

Documented pattern, construction, and materials only.  Should wear a popular style of hat available to the common citizen such as the beehive, plug, porkpie, or bowler, etc.  Correct brim edging, lining, and sweatband per original specimens. 

Militia Cap:

Option #1

Park City Grays Militia Cap from past ONV events will be perfectly acceptable.

Option #2

Plain gray kepi without a black band. Made of gray wool flannel with a polished cotton lining, hand sewn leather sweatband, thin painted leather black brim, leather chin strap, and two 5/8 inch general service eagle buttons attached on each side of the chin strap. Must be accurate in terms of pattern, construction and materials to original militia caps of this time period.

Civilian Shirt: 

The body of the shirt may be either hand or machine stitched, but entirely hand sewn civilian shirts (which were more common) are preferred.  All buttons & buttonholes shall be entirely sewn by hand.  Hand felled seams, woven shirt patterns, square gussets or the set in sleeve, and cotton and linen materials should be common features in pre-Civil War era civilian shirts.  All civilian shirts must be based on a documented pattern, construction techniques, and materials.

Correct buttons of bone, shell, china, milk glass, hard rubber, or wood in two or four hole styles shall be attached by hand.

Drawers:  

Civilian drawers should be made of fabrics such as cotton catton flannel, cotton osnaburg, or linen.  Other features include hand-sewn buttonholes, buttons, and tieback grommet holes.  Buttons may be bone, china, or other documented compositions.  Civilian drawers should also ride rather high on the waist.  

Socks:  

Can be of wool or cotton materials based on a documented pattern, construction and materials.  Darker colors preferred in civilian stockings.

Shoes:

Common features are squared front toes, pegged or sewn soles, waxed flesh leather, and various period styles such as the oxford, the working class bootee, boots, and even some imported patent leather low cut shoes for the high class of the day.  These should be of a documented pattern, construction, and materials as compared to original shoes and boots.

Suspenders or Billet Belt:  

They were made out of cotton drill or linen, with differing degrees of sophistication.  Common styles ranged from simple straps with hand-sewn buttonholes (poorboys), to sewn straps with two or three tined brass adjustments & leather ends on each side.  Any documented suspenders of correct pattern, construction, and materials are acceptable. 

Billet belts may be worn as well.  Please select a pattern common to the class of your impression.  Black or russet in color, with single or double roller buckles of brass or steel.  Machine or hand sewn construction.

Spectacles:  

For those who need vision correction, you must purchase a set of period eyeglasses filled with your prescription, wear contact lenses, or go with out any which is very correct.  Period spectacles of the mid 19th century had features such as oval or rectangular frames, arch or crank bridges, and straight or sliding temple pieces with a small teardrop final.  Frames were commonly made out of brass, silver, or gold.  Lenses were obviously made out of glass.

Cravat:  

The added touch for the gentlemen, implementing a silk or cotton cravat.  Must be of a documented pattern, construction, and materials.   Either the tie yourself cravat or the self-adjusting pre-set cravat common during this era.  Cravats should be hand sewn, can be made of either silk or cotton, and be made from a variety of cotton prints or silk color choices.  You can never go wrong with black as well.

Mess Furniture:
We recommend as a minimum that all participants carry their own tin cup, knife, and fork for those staying overnight on Friday. No stainless steel allowed.

A.  Tin Cup: Made of tin, with proper lipped bottom, wire reinforced cup handle.  No crimped bottom cups.  


B.  Knife:  Plain wood or bone handles with straight steel blades.


C.  Fork:  Plain wood or bone handles with 2-4 steel tines.


D.  Spoon:  Made of stamped steel or iron, with a fiddle or oar shaped handle.

E. Combination Set: Must be of a documented pattern, with steel knife, fork, & 
spoon attachments.  

F. Plate:  Made of stamped or hot dipped tin, approximately 8.5 to 9.5 inches in 
diameter.  No pie plates.

Blanket, Coverlet, & Painted Cloth:

For those wishing to stay overnight, we recommend getting a good 100% wool blanket with handsewn edges if a folded edge is used.   Can be in solid colors (stick to dull colors – earth tones) or solid and stripes, with varying dimensions.  These blankets should be around 3-4 lbs. in weight to keep you warm.  Civilian Coverlets made of wool and cotton are also appropriate for use.  Hand sewn boarders with documented patterns, construction, and materials.  Federal issue blankets should be avoided.

To keep the moisture off your back, think about getting a painted cloth.  These are simple tarred canvas oilcloths cut out to sheets to keep a barrier between one and the earth.

Personal Items: 

Must be copied from a documented article with correct patterns, materials, and construction.

The Following Items Are Optional:

Weapon:

Pattern of 1803 Harper’s Ferry Musket, Pattern of 1816/1822 Harper’s Ferry flintlock & conversion muskets, Pattern of 1841 Springfield Rifle commonly referred to as the Mississippi Rifle.  
It is perfectly acceptable to not have a weapon.

Canteens and Haversacks: (research ongoing)
If you have a pre-war model or civilian model canteen or haversack, you can bring them to the event.  

Clothing & Equipage Suppliers

If you need some assistance with where to purchase correct items, please feel free to contact following event coordinators below for correct sources.  With many Old Northwest Volunteers parent units and messes having there own high quality merchant lists, we have avoided having a detailed listing.

Tom Klas
klastom@charter.net
Scott Frank
scottfrankdesigns@hotmail.com
Andy Ackeret 
sargon113@hotmail.com
Suggested Reading

Brother to the Eagle: The Civil War Journal of Sgt. Ambrose Armitage 8th Wisconsin Infantry edited by Alden R. Carter. (Booklocker.com, Inc - 2006) A wonderful journal from Ambrose’s time in Fox Lake as a student at the Fox Lake College that both men and women could attend, his time going to the Congregational Church of Christ in Fox Lake, signing up in Fox Lake to be part of Captain William Dawes’ Fox Lake Rifles, and his full story of Company D, 8th Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry Regiment.  Try Amazon or you can purchase your copy from Alden at our event if all goes well.
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Registration Form

Name:__________________________________________________

Address:________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Phone:_____________________________________

e-mail:_______________________________________

Please complete this form with and send to:

Tom Klas
115 Gould Street

Beaver Dam, WI 53916

Registration Deadline: July 15th, 2011
No fee required – We ask you support the preservation walk & dinner on Friday evening with a donation.
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Participant Release Form

I, UNDERSTAND THAT; THE CITY OF FOX LAKE, THE FOX LAKE HISTORICAL SOCIETY, THE CITIZENS GUARD, ITS INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS,  IS IN NO WAY RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY INJURY, DISMEMBERMENT, DISABILITY, OR DEATH INCURRED DURING ACTIVITIES THAT I ATTEND ON AUGUST 26 AND 27TH, 2011 IN FOX LAKE WISCONSIN; I ALSO AGREE THE CITY OF FOX LAKE, THE FOX LAKE HISTORICAL SOCIETY, THE CITIZENS GUARD, ITS INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS IS IN NO WAY RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY PERSONAL PROPERTY LOST, STOLEN, OR DAMAGED DURING AUGUST 26 AND 27TH, 2011 IN FOX LAKE WISCONSIN. I WILL HOLD HARMLESS THE ABOVE-MENTIONED PARTIES IN RELATION TO ANY LOSS, DAMAGE, INJURY, DEATH OR OTHER CONSEQUENCE OF MY PARTICIPATION. 

Date:_____________________

Unit:___________________________________________________

Name 

(Please Print):_____________________________________________

Signature:________________________________________________

This form must be sent in prior to the event or completed at the event in order to participate.

Please complete this form with your registration form and send to Tom Klas 

Registration Deadline: July 15, 2011
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